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MESSAGE FROM THE EAST

Brethren,

It has been a pleasure for me to serve as
your Worshipful Master. Many of our visitors
have informed me that they feel a spirit of fel-
lowship in our lodge. Our attendance has been
going up this year and perhaps it is because of
the warm welcome each one of them receives
when they enter our lodge. If you see a brother
setting alone, make sure you engage him in
conversation and make him feel welcome. If
we do this, our visitors will no more be
strangers and foreigners, but fellow brothers.

Brother Chris Owens has advised that
he has stage four cancer. Please remember
him in your prayers. Faith and prayers can
work miracles.

Members of the lodge have advised they really enjoyed the presentation
of Brother Pat Kelly. His presentation of the Revolutionary War in the western
part of Virginia was well received.

Our secretary, Worshipful Mark Chapman, held an open house for
members of his church. There were about 25 in attendance and his explanation
of the paintings and Masonic emblems were very educational.

Our presentation in April will be on Brother Albert Pike. Most Worship-

ful Jeffery Eugene Hodges will give the message in period dress. Those who
have seen and heard his presentation say it is excellent.

Our meal in April will be BBQ along with all the fixings.

Eddie O. Creasy
2022 Worshipful Master


http://www.google.com/url?q=http://wsl.avenue.org/&sa=U&ei=oE5eTqatDMPAgQfDrNTtAQ&ved=0CBAQFjAA&sig2=brCW9qD6tPOlteAtjATo5Q&usg=AFQjCNGC2MlZ56vcB22xBgoVNi5w2jSB7g
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219163418696/

‘”FWH ( } UPCOMING EVENTS EM p—
e Masonic Birthdays! o, , |
lmm{k‘_”,/ @ Cz!ll a Brother and wi.sh Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 Events:
\\a-hp// him a Happy Masonic |li April 4th, 6:00 PM— MM Degree
Birth d/a y! Birthday.
I April 12th, 12:00 PM—Bring-a-Friend Lunch
El Puerto Restaurant, 2045 Barracks Rd, Char-

Name: Master Mason Degree: lottesville
Daniel A. Albert 04/26/1965 (57 Yrs)
Frank W. Bauer 04/17/1985 April 18th, 7:00 PM— WSL60 Stated Meeting
M. Wayne Biby 04/01/1991
Timothy J. Edwards 04/24/1976 April 21st, Annual Ian McLaurin Shipley, Jr. Me-
James M. Landreth 04/05/1976 morial Golf Tournament
Peter-John Leone 04/25/2012 See more info below
Monte E. Parsons 04/02/1992
Ronald G. Ridge 04/26/1965 (57 Yrs) ||| April 26th, 7:00 PM—Keystone RA Chapter #58
A. Frederick Seaman, Jr. 04/13/1971 (51 Yrs) ||| Meeting
Matthew C. Stimart 04/06/2009 Via Zoom and In-Person, See Chapter Newsletter
Glenn R. Sweet 04/05/1965 (57 Yrs) [f|and Email

25TH ANNUAL IAN MCLAURIN SHIPLEY JR. MEMORIAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

LOCATION:
Kiskiack Golf Club
8104 Club Drive
Williamsburg, VA 23188
TEE TIME:
Check In: 9:00 AM
Shotgun Start: 10:00 AM
Contact Secretary for more info.

WidowsSons60@gmail.com

10TH DISTRICT GRAND MASTER OFFICIAL VISIT

Brothers, the Grand Master will make his official visit to the 10th Masonic District on June 3rd at the Gordons-
ville Fire Hall.

More information will follow as we get nearer to the visitation date.




OLD LEGENDS OF HIRAM ABIFF
BY: BROTHER PAUL T. HUGHES

According to an ancient Greek historian, Hiram Abif was "a son
of a man of Tyre and whose mother was a Jewess of the House of Da-
vid" that is, of Judah. I Kings, VII, 13-14, tells us that he was a
"widow's son of the Tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of
Tyre." In 11 Chron., 11, 13-14, he is described as the son of a "woman
of the daughters of Dan." The stories of his skill and "cunning" as an
artificer and metal worker are told in scripture, as well as Masonic lore,
and myth and legend.

The central character which he plays in Masonic teaching and
ritual needs no repeating. The legends which exist about him, but which
are not incorporated into Masonic work, form a fascinating and illumi-
nating picture of a man about whom little factual knowledge exists. He
may have been a member of the cult of Dionysian Artificers. One old
legend tells that prior to the start of construction of the Temple, King
Solomon held a contest and offered a prize for the best design which
could be drawn by any of the prospective workmen. It was Hiram who
drew the figure which we know as an illustration of the forty-seventh
problem of Euclid.

He displayed and used the trestle board about which we hear in
our ritual. It was a table of wood coated with wax. On this he drew his
designs with a stylus of iron. Upon seeing the figure of the 47th prob-
lem and recognizing its significance, Solomon, with joy, laid the foun-
dation stone of the Temple. There is a Moslem account that the jewel worn about the neck of Hiram Abif was inscribed
with the "word." He wore this jewel on a chain of gold and when he was attacked, he threw it down a well to prevent his
assassins from obtaining it. It was later recovered from the well, which gives us yet another version of the "recovery of
the word."

Part of the credit for obtaining materials to enrich and adorn the Temple is given to Hiram Abif according to an-
other old legend. Four years before construction of the Temple began, he purchased some curious and precious stones
from an Arabian merchant. He was told that they had been found on an island in the Red Sea. He traveled there to inves-
tigate and was able to discover great quantities of topaz, which later was imported by ships of Hiram of Tyre in the ser-
vice of King Solomon.

There is an interesting legend of a Temple workman whose name was Cavelum. He was kinsman of King Solo-
mon and was of the house of David thus he had high status among the other workmen. In the process of inspection of
work in progress on the north wall of the Temple at a place where the north gate was to be, Hiram Abif accidentally dis-
lodged a stone. It fell and struck Cavelum, who was killed. Hiram Abif was so overcome by grief that he ordered the
north gate sealed and closed forever. This legend was once used as the basis for a degree called Fellow Craft Mark. Dr.
Albert Mackey has stated that this was an early trace of the present Mark Master degree.

The Gothic Constitution Manuscripts, Chaphan and Colne No. 1, refer to Hiram and "Hiram of Tickus, a Mason's
sonne." In another old Masonic writing there is a gap or a blank, which Masons of today (and we may assume of past
days) would immediately fill with the name "Hiram Abif." Many authorities on this subject are of the opinion that the
name of this man at one time had an esoteric significance, and it was forbidden to put it in written form. In other writings,
substitute names are used. It is curious to note that the oldest of the ancient manuscripts often refer to him as "son of the
King of Tyre."




OLD LEGENDS OF HIRAM ABIFF -conTinuED

There is also confusion about the name of Hiram because of a variety of spellings used in translations. The refer-
ence "Hiram, my father" is confusing. Many older writers failed to distinguish between Hiram of Tyre and Hiram Abif.
There is also a legend that there were two workmen named Hiram who were actually father and son, that one was an archi-
tect while the other was a metal worker. Advocates of this theory point to the spelling of "Huram" and "Hiram."

In spite of our legend of the Third Degree (and it must be emphasized that it is legend and not history), the death of
Hiram Abif is poorly documented. Consequently, many other legends have developed. Ancient stories of the Talmud tell
us that at the completion of the Temple all the workmen were killed so that they could never build a temple to a heathen
god or according to some versions, so that they could never construct another building which would rival the Temple in
magnificence. In still other versions, which come to us from Rabbinical lore, Hiram was the one of all the workmen who
escaped death by being taken up into heaven like Enoch and Elijah.

Legend and conjecture lend a greater air of mystery to the circumstances of the death of this man, and scholars
have called attention to the account by Virgil of the death of Polydorus as a possible source of the substance of our Third
Degree Hiramic legend. In this story King Priamus of Troy sent his son, Polydoris, to the King of Thrace, where he was
killed and secretly buried. Aeneas discovered the body on a hillside because he pulled up an unrooted shrub at the site of
the grave. There is a legend which indicates that Hiram, King of Tyre, was not at the building site of the Temple in Jerusa-
lem, but was in Tyre when the death of Hiram, as we know the legend in the Third Degree, occurred. Solomon was con-
cerned, for Hiram Abif was an important individual and a citizen of Tyre. Solomon followed a cautious, diplomatic course
by keeping Hiram of Tyre well informed of the capture, examination, and confession of guilt from the ruffians and he in-
quired of King Hiram his wishes in the matter of the penalty that should be imposed. King Hiram replied to Solomon and
the sentence was imposed and carried out as he directed.

This account appears in an old ritual, and the ruffians are identified by the last letters of their names. When com-
bined, the letters form the mystic word of certain Eastern cults, "OAM." Certain mystic writers have made much of this
coincidence. One of the so-called Masonic rites which arose in the eighteenth century but has now faded from the scene
was the Rite of Misraim, which consisted of more than ninety degrees. In this work, the legend was altered and accor-
ding to his version, Hiram Abif returned to Tyre when the Temple was completed. There he lived out his days in peace and
contentment, surrounded by the material wealth with which he had been compensated by King Solomon. This account
finds some support in the writings of the Jewish historian, Josephus. He tells us that after the Temple was completed, the
two great Kings remained friends. They often posed riddles to each other and the King of Tyre obtained assistance in solv-
ing them from Hiram Abif, for whom Josephus uses the name Abdemon. Josephus also tells us that Hiram Abif spent his
old age in Tyre. In 2 Chron. 11, 14, we are told that Hiram Abif could "find out any device which should be put to him."

An Oriental legend traces the lineage of Hiram from Adam through Tubal Cain and Nimrod, the builder of the
Tower of Babel. It deals with fantasies concerning various marriages of men to Oriental spirits and emphasizes an Eastern
belief that all smiths were related to spirits of fire. When Saba, the Queen of Sheba, visited King Solomon, she was much
attracted to Hiram and Solomon became jealous. He arranged with three workmen Fanor, a Syrian Mason Amru, a Phoeni-
cian carpenter and Metusael, a Hebrew quarryman to disrupt the casting of the brazen sea. The spilled molten metal would
have killed Hiram, except that he was saved by the spirit of his ancestor, Tubal Cain. Saba and Hiram fled. Hiram threw
his jewel down a deep well, but he was taken by the assassins and killed by a blow to the head. They buried his body on a
hill and planted an acacia bush on the grave. Three masters later discovered his body. The account of the exclamations
made by those who found the body of Hiram are the same as those given in an exposure of our ritual in the early part of
the eighteenth century. There is even an account of an agreement concerning future action by masons to compensate for
the loss of the word which had been inscribed on Hiram's jewel. This legend continues with the finding of Hiram's jewel,
which Solomon had placed on a triangular altar in a secret vault under the Temple. The vault was concealed by a stone, in
the shape of a perfect cube, placed to seal the entrance. This account comes to us from writings of Sheite Moslems who
were responsible for the taking of the American Embassy and the holding of its personnel captive in Iran in 1981.

Reprinted from Masonic Shop Education Website: https://masonicshop.com/masonic-articles/article/?a=285




MARCH PRESENTATIONS

RW Jason Pattison and
RW Gregory Hosaflook
attended the 10th District
Ritual School held on
March 26th in the Ma-
sonic Lodge in Culpeper,
VA.

Pictured left 1s the Grand Master at
the District Leadership Conference
held in Waynesboro on March 11th.
Lodge officers attended the Confer-
ence and learned that the Grand
Lodge is beginning a Web-based
Membership Management System
called Grand View starting on April
4th. This system will allow mem-
bers to access online Masonic edu-
cation portals, event notifications,
pay dues online, and more, all by
using a smart phone.

Elected Officers for 2022

Worshipful Master: Wor. Eddie O’Hare Creasy Senior Deacon: R.W. Gregory Dean Hosaflook
Senior Warden: R.W. Jason Andrew Pattison Junior Deacon: Bro. Christian Dwight Manly Owens
Junior Warden: R.W. Mike Daniel Griffin Senior Steward: Bro. Thomas Matthew Castellanos
Treasurer: RW James Friend Dickerson Junior Steward: Bro. Donald Porter Cochrane
Secretary: Wor. Mark Stephen Chapman Marshall: Bro. James Thomas O’Kelley, Jr.

Chaplain: RW Philip Harding Nelson, Jr. Tyler: Bro John Coulter Maddox




More MARCH PRESENTATIONS
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A committee of RW Greg Hosaflook and RW Mike Griffin present-
ed Brother Gerald Wayne Wells in the East where RW Jason Patti-
son presented him with his 50 Year Masonic Veteran’s Grand Mas-
ter’s Certificate and Lapel Pin from the Grand Lodge of Illinois.
Brother Wells was initiated an Entered Apprentice on February 3rd,
1972, passed to the degree of Fellowcraft on February 17th, 1972,
and raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason on March 2nd,
1972, in Bloomington Lodge No. 43, in Bloomington, IL.

RW Jason Pattison came to the East
and asked for Worshipful Harry
Walker, WM of 2021 to join him

where he was presented the Stokes
Award for 2021 to WSL60. This

prestigious award is presented to a

Lodge when members make major

contributions to the Masonic Home
and recognizes the Lodge’s 2021
fundraising achievement for MA-

HOVA.

COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS UPDATE

Brothers, effective April 1st, 2022, Most Worshipful James W. Golladay, Jr.,

Grand Master of Masons of Virginia has lifted all COVID-19 restrictions.
Meals, taking up the word, degree work, all of those things, can now return
to normal.




. GRAND VIEW

www.grandview.systems
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TECHNOLOGY YOU CAN BUILD UPON!

GRAND VIEW is a completely new way of using technology to operate your Grand Jurisdiction.
Grand Lodge, constituent lodge, and individual member functionality is integrated into a single,
intuitive interface. Grand View allows you to manage your membership, securely communicate
and interact with lodges and individual members. We are rewriting the rules on how Grand
Lodges use technology in the twenty-first century!

GRANDVIEW FEATURES

* Web-Based Application * Works on Smart Phones and Tablets!
*« Membership Management * Member Portal
« Automated Email, Text Message, * Instantly Verify Member Status

and Phone Notifications » Online Education Portal

* Correspondence Distribution and Archiving « Built-in Lodge Locator with Map!
* Event Notification and Management » Dashboards and Detail Reporting

* Online Dues Payment » 256 Bit SSL Encryption

GRAND VIEW is built with the mobile generation in mind. Our
systems are designed with web standards that have been tested
across all modern browsers and operating systems. From
smartphones to desktop computers you can easily use Grand View
without any software to install or update.

50 YEAR MASONIC VETERAN AWARD

Brother Kurt Manfred Gloeckner will receive his 50 Year Masonic Veteran
Award at or before the upcoming April Stated Meeting.
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SILENT AUCTION

Brethren, as a fundraiser for the Grand Lodge Scholarship Program,
WSL60 will host a silent auction for these golf clubs pictured below.

These clubs would be great to
use at the upcoming Annual
Golf Tournament (see page 2).
All money donated will go to

the Grand Lodge Scholarship
Fund.

Contact the Secretary for any
questions about the clubs or
to place a bid.
WidowsSons60@gmail.com




